THE    DUKE    OF     WINDSOR
renunciation: "I now quit altogether public affairs," he has
had few interests which we can share. We became accustomed
to his successor—a king who ruled us, without any political
power, but through the example of his solemn, and simple,
sense of duty. We have since enjoyed the excitement of crown-
ing a young queen, and the hope that she might inspire her
people to ascend to prosperity and strength, comparable with
the days of the first Elizabeth, or the reign of Queen Victoria.
The Duke of Windsor has therefore been eclipsed by these
events: he has become a stranger in what was once his
kingdom.
The result of this is unfortunate because, in considering,
day by day, the newspaper reports of the life he now leads,
we are inclined to neglect, and forget his early story.
For this reason, I have taken out my book, which describes
these early years, and I have revised it, with the hope that it will
remind the two younger generations that the Duke of Windsor
has his honourable place in the history of England; and that
the furtive part he now plays, against alien backgrounds, is
separate, and does not detract from the story of his selfless
and sincere service to his country, before circumstances
seduced him away from his promises, and his duties.
It seems incredible when we look back at the beginning of
King Edward's story, and realize, not only the years, but the
changes that have come since the day he was born—June 23,
1894. Less than three months before, Mr Gladstone had made
his last speech in the House of Commons: on March i, he
had travelled down to Windsor, to kiss the Queen's hand in
farewell. On March 3, Queen Victoria had acted with an inde-
pendence that would be incompatible with constitutional
monarchy today: she had written to Lord Rosebery, without
consulting her Ministers, urging him "to accept the Premier-
ship, if even only for a short time, for the good of the country."
We look back at the records of the day in June—when the
Prince was born at White Lodge, in Richmond Park: we read
of Winston S, Churchill, aged twenty, serving in Queen
Victoria's army, and of David Lloyd George, aged thirty-one,
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